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TO  THE 
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Rural  District  Council. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL 
OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 

For  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1910. 


Gentlemen, — 

I  have  the  pleasure  of  submitting  my 
Annual  Report,  but  regret  that  my  appoint¬ 
ment  should  have  been  caused  by  the  death 
in  August  last,  of  my  late  partner.  Dr.  John¬ 
son,  who  for  over  20  years  had  made  the 
M.O.H.  duties  a  very  important  part  of  his 
work,  which  was  no  doubt  the  cause  of  his 
being  such  an  efficient  officer  of  the  Council. 
My  report  includes  the  eight  months  pre¬ 
vious  to  my  election  as  M.O.H.  from  notes 
made  by  the  late  M.O.H.  In  it  will  be  found 
a  report  as  to  the  general  health  of  the  dis¬ 
trict,  the  number  of  births  and  deaths,  the 
number  of  zymotic  diseases,  the  principal 
improvements,  and  the  sanitary  works  car¬ 
ried  out  during  the  year. 
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The  district  is  divided  into  two  sub-dis¬ 
tricts.  No.  1  comprises  the  districts  of  Ash- 
prington,  Berry  Pomeroy,  Churston  Ferrers, 
Cornworthy,  Dittisham,  Dartington,  Halwell, 
Harberton,  Littlehempston,  Marldon,  Mor- 
ley,  Kingswear,  and  Stoke  Gabriel.  The 
acreage  of  the  combined  parishes  is  32,326 
acres,  and  the  population  7.721.  Mr.  W.  F. 
Tollit  is  Sanitary  Inspector.  No.  2  is  made 
up  of  Buckfastleigh  West,  Dean  Prior,  Dipt- 
ford,  Holne,  Battery,  North  Huish,  Staver- 
ton.  South  Brent,  and  Ugborough.  The  com¬ 
bined  acreage  of  the  two  districts  is  77,746 
acres,  and  population  11,751. 

I  regret  to  report  the  death  of  Mr.  Ellis, 
who  for  19  years  carried  out  the  duties  of 
Sanitary  Inspector  in  a  most  able  and  satis¬ 
factory  manner.  Mr.  F.  W.  E.  Vanstone  is 
acting  as  Deputy. 

The  occupation  of  the  inhabitants  gener¬ 
ally  is  agricultural,  and  there  are  none  that 
can  be  considered  dangerous  to  health. 

House  accommodation  as  a  whole  is  fairly 
satisfactory.  No  cases  of  overcrowding  have 
been  found  on  examination  to  exist.  Since 
the  adoption  of  Bye-laws  as  to  new  buildings 
no  houses  have  been  built,  except  with  the 
approval  of  the  Council. 

BIBTHS. — During  the  year  there  were  216 
births,  106  males,  110  females.  This  is  the 
lowest  birth  rate  recorded.  (See  Table  below). 


Year.  Population.  No  of  Births.  Birth-rate. 

1902  12,S48  268  22.6 

1903  .  12,848  259  21.8 

1904  12,848  259  21.8 

1905  12,848  275  23.2 

1906  12,848  282  23.8 

1907  12,848  251  21.1 

1908  12,848  237  19.1 

1909  12,848  253  21.4 

1910  12,848  216  16.96 


1910  is  21  below  1908,  which  was  the  pre¬ 
vious  lowest.  6  were  illegitimate. 
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Below  I  give  a  list  of  the  total  deaths  for 
the  year,  and  the  causes: — 


Under  All 


Diseases.  1  year 

1-5 

5-15 

15-25  25-65 

65  ages 

Measles 

1 

— 

— 

— 

up. 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

1 

—  _ 

— 

— 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Diptheria  ... 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Influenza 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Diarrhoea  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Enteritis 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

3 

Gastritis 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

___ 

_ 

2 

3 

8 

1 

14 

Other  Tubercular 
Diseases 

____ 

.  _ 

1 

- 

3 

-  - 

4 

Cancer 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

4 

8 

Bronchitis  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

9 

Pneumonia  .. 

1 

2 

— 

— 

2 

1 

6 

Other  Respiratory 
Diseases 

1 

_ 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

Alcoholism  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Heart  Disease 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

20 

27 

Accidents  ... 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

1 

5 

All  Other  Causes 

3 

2 

— 

1 

22 

35 

63 

All  Causes 

12 

7 

5 

6 

53 

70  153 

Under  1  year  there  were  only  12  deaths,  2 
less  than  1909.  The  average  for  the  previous 
8  years  is  21.75.  Compared  with  the  birth¬ 
rate  it  stands  as  55.5  per  1,000. 

DEATHS. — There  were  153  deaths,  74 
males,  giving  a  death  rate  of  11.2.  Although 
below  the  average  of  previous  years  this  is  an 
increase  of  41  on  1909.  (See  Table). 


Year.  Population.  No.  of  Deaths.  Death-rate. 

1902  12,848  145  12.2 

1903  12,848  136  11.4 

1904  .  12,848  167  14. 

1905  12,848  153  12.9 

1906  12,848  165  13.9 

1907  12,848  156  13.1 

1908  12,848  143  12.6 

1909  .  12,848  113  8.7 

1910  12,848  154  11.2 
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Comparing  the  births  and  deaths,  there  is 
an  increase  of  63  over  the  latter. 

PLYMOUTH  BOROUGH  ASYLUM.— This 
has  always  been  taken  as  a  separate  district. 
Population  484.  During  the  year  there  were 


27  deaths — 12  males. 

15  females — giving  a 

death  rate  of  57.07  per 

1,000  of  the  inmates. 

The  death  rate  for  the  two  preceding  years 
has  been: 

1908  . 

80.1  per  1,000 

1909  . 

67.4  per  1,000 

1910  . 

57.07  per  1,000 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES.— There  were  37 
cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified;  1  case 
of  scarlet  fever,  and  2  of  diphtheria  being 
fatal. 

The  cases  include:  Diphtheria,  9;  erysipe¬ 
las,  2;  scarlet  fever,  24;  enteric  fever,  2. 

Of  the  diphtheria  cases  4  were  contact 
cases  from  other  districts,  2  were  due  to  in¬ 
sanitary  drainage,  and  3  cases  I  was  unable 
to  ascertain  their  origin.  The  erysipelas 
cases  were  of  a  mild  type.  Of  the  scarlet 
cases  17  were  in  Galmpton  in  the  Churston 
Ferrers  district.  I  am  unable  to  state  de¬ 
finitely  the  cause  of  the  first  case,  but  a  child 
was  living  in  the  same  house  who  had  pre¬ 
viously  had  the  disease.  The  doctor  who 
attended  him  notified  him  to  me  as  being 
free  from  infection.  The  subsequent  cases 
were  contact  cases;  8  were  notified  within  12 
days  of  the  outbreak,  and  were  evidently 
contracted  at  school.  The  school  was  closed 
seven  days  after  the  first  case  occurred.  The 
disease  was  confined  to  12  houses  in  the  vil¬ 
lage. 

One  case  of  enteric  fever  was  imported 
from  Belgium.  I  am  unable  to  account  for 
the  other. 
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METHODS  OF  DEALING  WITH  INFEC¬ 
TIOUS  DISEASE.— Each  case  is  visited  at 
once,  and  instructions  given,  both  printed 
and  verbal,  as  to  the  isolation  of  the  patient, 
use  of  disinfectants,  etc.  Disinfectants  are 
freely  supplied.  With  regard  to  scarlet  fever 
a  great  deal  of  trouble  is  caused  by  medical 
men  who  notify  it  as  scarlatina,  which  to  the 
majority  of  the  people  implies  a  disease  with 
a  rash  like  scarlet,  but  not  dangerous,  and, 
therefore,  not  necessary  to  take  the  same 
precautions.  Parents  are  equally  lax  on 
being  told  it  is  a  mild  case.  The  houses  are 
at  once  disinfected  at  the  termination  of  the 
disease. 

There  is  now  no  Isolation  Hospital.  The 
old  one  having  been  pulled  down,  having 
been  condemned  by  a  committee  as  unsuit¬ 
able.  At  a  Committee  meeting  it  was  decided 
that  owing  to  the  size  of  the  district  a  single 
Isolation  Hospital  would  be  unsuitable.  By 
the  adoption  of  Section  67  of  the  Public 
Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  a  tem¬ 
porary  building  will  be  able  to  be  obtained, 
or  a  nurse  supplied  to  a  district  if  thought 
necessary  on  the  outbreak  of  a  fever. 

PHTHISIS. — Only  3  cases  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year. 
Notification  is  voluntary,  except  in  Poor-law 
cases.  Houses  are  disinfected  on  request,  or  if 
thought  necessary.  Cases  of  curable  nature 
are  taken  at  the  Didworthy  Sanitorium,  and 
at  Torquay,  on  production  of  a  “letter.”  In¬ 
curable  cases  and  others  are  not  specially 
dealt  with  at  present. 

SCHOOLS. — The  sanitary  condition  and 
supply  of  water  of  the  schools  is  good.  No¬ 
tice  is  given  to  the  head  teacher  on  an  out¬ 
break  of  infectious  disease.  It  was  found 
necessary  to  close  the  schools  at  Halwell  for 
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whooping  cough,  and  at  Galmpton  for  scarlet 
fever.  The  County  M.O.H.  is  school  Medical 
Officer. 

DAIRIES. — These  have  been  regularly  visi¬ 
ted,  and  generally  found  in  a  sanitary  con¬ 
dition;  any  recommendations  made  have 
been  willingly  carried  out.  Special  precau¬ 
tions  as  to  isolation,  etc.,  are  taken,  when 
infectious  disease  occurs  at  a  dairy.  The 
quality  of  the  milk  is  good,  and  supply 
ample. 

OTHER  FOODS. — It  has  been  unnecessary 
to  take  action  with  regard  to  other  foods. 
The  meat  supply  is  of  good  quality.  Slaugh¬ 
ter  houses  are  regularly  inspected,  and  where 
complaints  have  been  made  improvements 
have  been  readily  carried  out. 

WATER. — Owing  to  the  very  wet  season, 
the  water  supply  has  been  ample  in  most  of 
the  districts. 

STOKE  GABRIEL  supply  has  been  in¬ 
creased,  and  is  now  sufficient. 

HOLNE. — The  scheme  for  improving  the 
present  supply  is  not  complete. 

MARLDON. — Efforts  are  being  made  to 
obtain  a  supply'  irom  the  Paignton  Water¬ 
works  Company. 

UGBOROUGH. — Owing  to  the  request  of 
the  Parish  Council,  the  District  Council’s 
scheme  for  providing  a  constant  efficient 
supply  of  water,  has  been  temporarily  aban¬ 
doned,  to  enable  the  District  Council  to  as¬ 
certain  if  the  existing  sources  of  supply  can 
be  improved,  so  as  to  provide  sufficient  for 
the  village  without  incurring  as  large  an  out¬ 
lay  as  was  originally  anticipated. 
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DIPTFORD. — Extension  of  the  water  will 
be  carried  out  within  the  next  two  months. 

Several  samples  of  water  have  been  tested, 
but  only  in  one  case  was  found  unfit  for 
drinking  purposes. 

RAINFALL.— At  South  Brent  500  feet 
above  sea  level,  the  rainfall  was  62.15  inches. 
The  wettest  months  were  February  10.41in., 
and  December  11.06in.  September  .38in.  was 
the  driest. 

SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE.— Below  I 
give  the  different  methods  of  sewage  disposal 
in  the  different  districts. 

No  Sewers. 

Systems  of  earth  Sewers.  Partial  Sewerage, 

closets. 

Berry  Pomeroy  Harberton  Dittisham 

Cornworthy  S.  Brent  Diptford 

Dartington  Ugborough  Staverton 

Halwell  Kingswear  Churston  Ferrers 

Little  Stoke  Gabriel  Ashprington 

Hempstone 

Morleigh 

Marldon 

Buckfastleigh  W. 

Dean  Prior 
Holne 
N.  Huish 
Rattery 

A  new  outfall  sewer  has  been  constructed 
at  Kingswear,  and  new  drainage  at  Ashpring¬ 
ton. 

At  Ugborough  the  sewer  has  been  exten¬ 
ded. 

A  drainage  system  for  Galmpton,  Churston 
Ferrers,  is  now  under  consideration. 

Excrement  is  disposed  of  where  there  are 
no  sewers  in  gardens  generally.  Earth  closets 
and  pails  are  used.  Scavenging  is  done  in 
South  Brent  and  Kingswear  by  contract,  and 
is  taken  away  on  alternate  days. 
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NUISANCES. — Besides  many  informal  no¬ 
tices  given  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors,  21 
statutory  notices  were  issued  by  the  Clerk. 
All  were  abated. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES  generally  were 
found  clean,  and  the  few  complaints  made 
were  quickly  remedied. 

BAKEHOUSES  are  chiefly  old,  and  some 
have  uneven  rough  floors.  Complaints  as  to 
cleanliness  were  readily  attended  to,  and 
they  were  very  few.  These  and  slaughter¬ 
houses  are  visited  regularly, 
larly. 

FACTORIES  and  WORKSHOPS  have  been 
visited,  and  no  cause  for  complaints  found. 

ADOPTIVE  ACTS  are  the  following:— 

Public  Health  Act,  1875,  Sect.  150,  152. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890 
(parts). 

BYE-LAWS  are  the  following: — 

1890. — Common  Lodging  Houses. 

1898.  — Nuisances.  Kings  wear  and  South 

Brent  only. 

1899.  — New  Streets  and  Buildings.  South 

Brent  only. 

1901.  „  „  „  Kings 

wear  only. 

1910.— New  Buildings,  Closets,  etc.  (L.G.B. 
Model  Bye-laws)  adopted  for  the 
whole  District,  except  Kingswear  and 
South  Brent. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

STANLEY  C.  JELLICOE, 

M.R.C.S.,  Eng.,  L.R.C.P.,  Lond. 


Totnes,  25th  February,  1911. 
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